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Chantix® (varenicline) – Pause on Distribution  

• On June 24, 2021, multiple media outlets began reporting that Pfizer was suspending distribution of 
the smoking cessation aid, Chantix (varenicline), due to discovery of impurities that were found in 
some of the tablets during product testing.  
 

• Pfizer identified nitrosamine impurities in at least a few lots of Chantix, and halted supply “out of an 
abundance of caution”.  Neither the FDA nor Pfizer have yet issued a recall notification. 

 
• Wholesalers are listing Chantix as backordered from the manufacturer with no expected date to 

resume shipping product.   
 

• ASHP and FDA are listing Chantix on their Drug Shortage Lists. 
 

• Chantix is approved for use as an aid to smoking cessation treatment. 
 

• Alternative aids to smoking cessation are available, including generic and non-prescription options 
(eg, nicotine replacement therapies). 
 

• Generic formulations of varenicline are expected in 2021 but have not yet launched.   

file://nas01762pn/RXSOL_Clinical/Drug%20Safety%20and%20Pipeline/RxNews/Resources/Templates/optum.com?elq_mid=10136&elq_cid=1812792&elq_ck=&elq=c94ed081f75e412faa0d967642a61572&elqCampaignId=&elqaid=10136&elqat=1&elqTrackId=ef980a4a60b140cc8022fa389df09caa
https://www.optumrx.com/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/pfizer-halts-distribution-anti-smoking-drug-after-finding-carcinogen-2021-06-24/
https://www.ashp.org/Drug-Shortages/Current-Shortages/Drug-Shortage-Detail.aspx?id=739
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/drugshortages/dsp_ActiveIngredientDetails.cfm?AI=Varenicline%20Tartrate%20(Chantix)%20Tablets&st=c

